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Synopsis

If you’re embarking upon a career in interior design, here’s a highly visual overview of the
profession, with in-depth material on educational requirements, design specialties, finding a job, and
the many directions a career in interior design can take. Featuring informative interviews with
working designers, this Second Edition includes updated educational requirements and a list of

accredited interior design programs in the United States and Canada.
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Customer Reviews

| purchased this book for my high school aged daughter who in interested in a career in interior
design. The book is ideal for someone like her. It provides a good overview of the design process,
design specialties (residential, commercial, hospitality, etc), educational preparation required, where
jobs are, and general business aspects of the field. A defining feature of this book is that author
includes several interviews with people in the field asking practical questions such as "How did you
become an interior designer?”, "What is the greatest challenge of your work?", "What is the single
most important skill an Interior Designer needs to be successful?", "How important is Interior Design
education/Certification in today’s industry?", "What do you look for in Hiring a new designer?", etc.
This aspect allows the reader to hear from several real people rather than just getting a dry
Occupational Outlook view. The interview responses are practical, sobering (you realize how much
work it is!) and inspiring. Just right for helping someone make an informed choice.My only knock

against this book is that at $23 it is a bit pricey for a paperback with only black and white photos. It



strikes me more as a $15 book. | might look for a used copy. That said, it has been very valuable

and | would buy it again.

This book is an excellent source of information for those interested in becoming designers and
those already studying interior design. This book explains commerical design well and gives truthful
information on what potential employers will expect from a design education. If you are serious
about becoming an interior designer, read this book - so you will be completely informed on this fun

and dynamic profession. It is not decorating!

Piotrowski writes about the steps on how to become an interior designer. There are several
chapters describing the design process and the different types of design. There are detailed
accounts of what is put into residential and commercial spaces. She takes a look at the future of the
profession. There are several testimonials and showcases for active designers giving their opinions
and advice on the profession. This book offers an in depth account on the profession and what is to
come in the interior design field. As an aspiring interior designer, this book talked too much about
current designer’s experiences and not strictly about the profession. The book overall was helpful
and knowledgable and | suggest those interested in the field get this book and take it to heart. This
book is a fairly easy to read book; it rates only at the twelfth grade level on average. It is appropriate
for those in high school and older. It helps inspire those that are looking at the profession and those

already in it.

| recently read Becoming an Interior Designer by Christine Piotrowski, ASID, IIDA, for a critical
analysis paper in my english class at OSU. After reading it, | would agree that interior design is
more complex than the average person might assume. Throughout this selection, Piotrowski
discusses the types of design, the changes in the profession over time, and the educational
preparation to gain a better understanding of the career overall. This informative "how-to" book
discusses commercial and residential areas of interior design and what is important to know in order
to become successful in the rapidly growing field. In her attempt at writing an educational book,
Piotrowski uses techniques, variety, and tips that ultimately reveal to readers whether this career is
suitable for them. This book is best for anyone who is interested in the field and is looking for a
quick light read. | found the book to be repetitive, not necessarily intellectually challenging, but a fun
read that can either discourage or encourage one to follow their dream to become an interior

designer. So if one has the desire to learn more about this book check out this guide to careers in



design.

| bought this book because | am interested in going back to school for a 2nd degree in Interior
Design. This book gives a great breakdown of the industry. It breaks down the different specialities
and highlights the major points in each specialization. It also discusses education and certification. |
love the Questions to Interior Designers section, because they interview practicing interior
designers. | have made my final decision to go back to school and this book has helped alot in my

decision making process.

My professor teaches an intro course to architecture and interior design and this book was
recommended so that we would understand what it takes to become an interior designer. | definitely
wanted to get the ins and outs of the profession | chose and this book definitely explains it in the
best way. It will either deter you from becoming an interior designer or push you to it. For me, it
helped me to stick with my decision to be an interior designer. There is a lot that goes into the
profession that people don't realize it takes. This book breaks it down and gives you a real world
view. It really helps you understand what all it takes to become a designer. | bought this book right

out and plan to refer to it often.
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